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Dear TMPC Family and Friends, 
 

It has been an honour to serve as the Pastor of TMPC since 1992. We arrived with 4 young kids who are 
now grown, married, and taking care of our 11 grandchildren. After these many years of working in the 
church I am handing in my resignation to the church today. I will be making an announcement today at 
both services. We will still be in church for another couple of months as we comply with the PCQ 
guidelines for resigning from the church. More information will be made available as this process moves 
forward.  There are some of you who are still not able to return to church yet so I thought it best to put 
something in the newsletter as well. 
 
Times change, churches change, relationships change, but the gospel of Jesus Christ remains the same. 
Between my ministry and George Bartle who was before me, TMPC has had 50 years of gospel ministry. 
That is a rare thing these days and we should thank God for his gracious provision as we pray for his 
continued oversight of this church and the continuing ministry of the word. There is always more work 
to be done and it is our prayer that the work of the gospel will continue to expand through this church, 
in the mountain community, and beyond. 
 
Over the years we have come to know many of you, your children, and your grandchildren and we trust 
that God will continue his faithfulness to you long into the future.  
 
Thank you for the call extended to us that has enabled us to serve in the Lord’s church these past years. 
 

Sincerely, 
Kim and Sandi Dale 
 
 
Stuart Geissmann passed away last week. There will be a memorial service in the church within the next 
two weeks. We will notify the church when we have more detail. 
 

As I mentioned above, there are some people who have not been able to get back to church yet because 
of health concerns or other issues that have been brought on by changed schedules as a result of the 
virus. Please do not hesitate to contact myself, Dave Mugridge or one of the elders if you would like a 
visit. Decreased social interaction may be a good thing to do right now but don’t get to the point where 
you feel cut off from family or friends. There are people who would be glad to come by for a visit. 
 

Pastor Dale 

 



PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS 
 

TURKEY 

In 1453, the Ottoman armies conquered Constantinople (now called Istanbul). 

Christians were subjugated under the Islamic Ottoman Empire’s discriminatory 

millet system. 

In the late nineteenth century, subjugation turned to genocidal violence, which 

peaked in 1915.  At least 3.25 million Christians, (Armenians, Greeks and  

Assyrians), were murdered by the Turks, often using the minority Kurds to do the 

actual killing. 
 

In 1923 Turkey became a secular republic, founded by Kemal Ataturk, who also 

abolished the Ottoman caliphate. 
 

Today, Turkey’s 81 million population is more than 99% Muslim. Christians 

(approximately 32% in 1900) are around 0.2%, mainly from historic non-Turkish 

ethnic groups, but including some Turkish converts from Islam.  There are also 

Christian refugees among the 3-4 million Iraqis, Iranians and Syrians escaping to 

Turkey from various conflicts, since the 1980s. 
 

The seizure of church properties by the state has been a recurring form of  

persecution for many decades and has intensified again in recent years. 
 

The press is often hostile to Christians, and in 2009 the Ministry of Education  

introduced a new school textbook aimed at 13-year-olds, which encouraged  

discrimination against Christians 
 

The situation has worsened in recent years, as secularism has given way to Islam 

with the rise of the Justice and Development Party whose founder is the current 

President of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan.  He has spoken about his desire to 

recreate the Ottoman Empire. 
 

Please pray for the Christians as the rights of Christians to freely and safely  

practise their faith are being rapidly eroded, and a second-class status is being  

re-imposed on them. 
 

Pirjo 

 

Prayer Chain operates daily & is available for all requests:  

“For where two or three are gathered in my name,  

there am I in the midst of them.”    Matthew 18:20 
 

If you would like to be part of our Prayer Chain teams please speak to Chris Wilson  

- All prayers requested are sent via text and emails.  
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Alan Robert    8th 

Joan Hughes    23rd 

Dianne Erasmus  28th  

Betty Henderson   30th 

Gerhard Bargen   30th 

Dennis Brown Kenyon  31st 

May God bless you with His peace, joy and happiness on your special day.  

  

  



"Declaring the Whole Counsel of God" 
 

Middle East Reformed Fellowship 
 

Faithful, Fruitful and Cost-effective Indigenous Missions in Action! 
 

More Praise &  Prayer 
 

 KENYA - Praise God churches are now allowed to reopen after closure for COVID-19.  

      Pray that biblical training for church leaders can soon resume at the MERF Centre in Lokichoggio.   
 

 ARABIC GOSPEL MEDIA MINISTRIES - Praise God for the huge number of people who connect   

      via social media with lots of questions.  

      Pray for the follow-up team to wisely and faithfully share Christ as revealed in the Scriptures.   
 

 SOMALIA - Praise God for Somalis who have come to faith in Christ through the Somali language  

      gospel radio broadcasts.  

      Pray for their protection from danger as they grow in Christ.   
 

Thank you for sharing with other believers, 

MERF-Australia, P.O.  

Box 1767, Green Valley NSW 2168 

    merfaus@gmail.com / tel. 1300 509 502 

 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 

 Your tithing can be done online (Internet banking) using our Direct deposits directly 
 into our Church account (Offerings). BSB 484-799  A/C No: 167 867 395  
 

  Other Options: please chat to Chris Wilson, at Sunday morning service, or 
 

  Mob: 0408 756 610 email: tonychriswilson@bigpond.com 

OUR SERVICES 
We gather Sunday by Sunday, to praise God for who 

He is and what He has done, learn more about His 

plan for this world and our lives, and encourage each 

other as we seek to live for Him. Anyone and 

everyone is welcome at either service.  

Tamborine Mountain Presbyterian Church Queensland - New website 
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Indonesia Reformed 
Fellowship teams are live-

ly and creative.  They are 
strategically based at differ-
ent locations in the wide-
spread island archipelago 
nation. Indonesia includes 
five major islands and over 
17,000 minor ones.  The 
diverse population speaks 
over 300 different tongues. 
Bahasa Indonesian is the 
official language. With nearly 
300 million, Indonesia is the 
fourth largest population in 
the world, only a few million 
less than the United States.

Ancient folk beliefs are 
strong, yet the vast major-
ity nominally profess Islam.  
By God’s grace, Christian 
missionaries began work in 
Indonesia in the 18th cen-
tury. Vibrant churches were 
established in different parts 
of the five main islands.  The 
work continued and was 
expanded by local evange-
lists to included many of the 
smaller islands.

For over ten years, MERF 
has encouraged and sup-
ported the witness of faith-
ful Indonesian churches 
through its four-fold minis-
try programmes of evange-
lism and church extension, 
biblical training and diaco-
nal aid. MERF’s daughter 
organization, the Indonesian 
Reformed Fellowship (IRF) 
ministers through centres on 
two major islands: Sulawesi 
and Java.

Media Ministries
Solid Christian literature 
is translated, printed and 
distributed.  This includes 
evangelistic materials for 

children and adults as well 
as books and other materi-
als to strengthen the faith 
of believers. Current trans-
lation projects in progress 
include:  The Old Testament 
Explained and Applied by Dr 
Gareth Crossley, Children’s 
Ministry International Bible 
teaching materials and basic 
booklets by Banner of Truth 
Trust and Bryntirion Press.

IRF prepares gospel radio 
programmes in five major 
Indonesian languages as 
well as in Bahasa Indonesia, 
the official common lan-
guage.  These are aired on 
many different local stations 
and distributed on memory 
sticks in areas with poor 
radio reception. The fruit is 
encouraging.

Last year, an online radio 
website was established on 
the internet.  Wonderfully, 
this greatly expanded the 
number of people able to 
hear these gospel messages.  
Visual materials were also 
added online, including 
short sermons and theologi-
cal teaching videos. 

Since the pandemic, more 
internet ministries have been 
developed.  These have been 
enthusiastically received. 
They are not just online 
replacements for scheduled 
biblical and teacher training 
conferences as well as chil-
dren’s Bible activities.  New 
materials are being devel-
oped.  Last month an online 
devotional has been pro-
vided to strengthen the faith 
of those isolated at home.  
It can also be shared over 
social media.

Pre-Pandemic 
Ministries

Earlier this year, before the 

Indonesia Update

“All the kings of 
the earth shall 

give you thanks, 
O Lord, for they 
have heard the 
words of your 

mouth, and they 
shall sing of the 

ways of the Lord, 
for great is the 

glory of the Lord.”
- Psalm 138:4 & 5

Download MERF News at: powerofchristatwork.net Continued on back
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Bible stories and activities for 
children. 

Early this year, parts of 
Jakarta, west Java, suffered 
severe flooding. MERF part-
nered with local churches 
to aid needy affected fami-
lies.  They received food and 
school supplies along with 
the gospel message.

Recently, the lockdown for 
coronavirus also caused 
many to lose employment 
and become unable to pro-
vide for their families.  IRF 
teams have partnered with 
local churches to help meet 
their needs.

Praise God for many ministry 
opportunities in Indonesia.  
Pray for the efforts of the IRF 
teams in Sulawesi and Java to 
faithfully and effectively shine 
the light of Christ to build 
His Church in Indonesia by 
the various language media 
ministries (print, radio, 
online), biblical training, and 
children’s programmes along 
with diaconal aid.

cy assistance.

Agricultural micro-projects 
lift up poverty-stricken rural 
communities by an initial 
investment to raise animals 
or crops.  This is usually 
organized as a rotating fund 
reimbursed for others’ use 
after produce goes to market. 

Indonesia spans an earth-
quake zone, making it par-
ticularly prone to disasters.   
Over the past decade, our 
teams worked with local 
churches to quickly aid those 
suffering from the traumatic 
aftermath of volcanic erup-
tion, tsunamis, mud slides 
and flooding.  Physical needs 
are met along with the divine 
message of hope. A year and a 
half ago Palu, central Sulawesi  
suffered great loss of homes 
and lives to a major tsunami 
followed by mudslides and 
flooding. MERF has part-
nered with a local church to 
establish a small centre min-
istering to devastated fami-
lies.  Community outreach 
activities continue, including 

pandemic, activities for 
mothers and children from 
different backgrounds were 
held at the Jakarta centre, 
west Java as well as a chil-
dren’s vacation Bible school 
in a nearby location.  Teacher 
training sessions were held 
alongside the Bible school 
at the same time. In Malang, 
east Java the gospel is shared 
with college students.  Some 
of these young people receive 
more intensive biblical train-
ing.  They are eager to share 
the gospel with others.

Early in the year on Sulawesi 
island, children outreach 
ministries were regularly held 
at IRF centres in four differ-

ent communities. Praise God 
for the help of volunteers and 
part-time workers. There 
were also opportunities to 
teach Christian doctrine 
to students at the Institute 
of Health Science Makassar 
and Theology, Missiology 
and Communications in 

Jaffray Theological College, 
Makassar, including leading 
mission trips to rural areas. 
As social distancing measures 
are relaxing, it is hoped that 
such activities will soon be 
resumed.

Diaconal Aid
Through IRF, MERF pro-
vides two kinds of diaconal 
aid to the most needy along 
with the Christ-centreed life-
giving Word - agricultural 
micro-projects and emergen-

MERF–Australia
Rev Terry Flanagan (Clerk), Rev. Chris Athavle, 

Dr Peter Barnes, Dr Greg Fox
Donations by credit card: 

Mrs Jan Flanagan (Correspondence Sec.) tel 1300 509 502
Donations by bank deposit: 

“MERF Australia” BSB: 182512 ACC: 963156864
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MERF–New Zealand
Rev Kenneth J. Campbell (Chairman), tel 021 296 3789; 
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